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Address of Professor Salim Daccache s. j., Rector of Saint Joseph University of 
Beirut, at the signing of the MOU between Saint Joseph University of Beirut 
and George Mason University in the United States of America, on July 21, 2021. 

 

Excellency Ambassador of United States of America, 

Dear Vice Rector, Mr Dean of Business School, Dear Mr Haddad from George 
Mason University, Dear teachers and friends, 

We are pleased today to sign this Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Young George Mason University in the United States and our Old Saint Joseph 
University of Beirut through the Faculty of Business and Management. This gives us 
two signals: 

1) that our university and especially our Faculty of Business who are able to go 
towards academic and social exchanges between the two parties, even if our 
university is not yet accredited by an accreditation body made in USA. We are 
currently working for accreditation by the WASC, the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges, (WASC) and we hope that this signing of this MOU can help 
us in this process. Also, I would like to point out that our Faculty of Management is 
part of the International Association of Jesuit Business Schools (IAJBS) and has 
exchange relationships with Loyola Business school of the University of Chicago.  

2) Second signal, that despite the enormous difficulties of the moment, Saint Joseph 
University continues its mission to be a beacon of academic training and scientific 
research in several fields and this MOU comes as a light of hope and support to our 
mission. This is to say that the historical institutions of Higher Education and at their 
head the AUB and the USJ continue despite the heavy and difficult climate to assume 
their role of building the Lebanon of tomorrow. 

This Campus called Paul Huvelin in memory of the founder of the faculties of law 
and engineering in 19 13 is part of the historical heritage of the USJ since it had 
hosted the faculty of medicine and Pharmacy from 1883 to 1913 then transferred 
since 1913 to the Street of Damascus and the faculty of engineering, the higher school 
of engineers of Beirut transferred to Dekwaneh in 1970; today it hosts the faculties 
of Law and Business. After the explosion of 4th of August it was a heap of destruction 
and desolation; even parts of the building were destroyed. But the Lebanese who is 
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a specialist in survival loves his institutions and his land and wants to save them 
because they represent for him the strength of continuity of the Lebanese nation. 
Thanks to our students, to Mr. Dean and teachers that the Campus was first cleared 
and then rebuilt. It is an opportune moment for me to greet the martyrs and the 
wounded of the explosion including two Alumni of this Faculty killed in the 
explosion. 

I talked about survival of Higher Education and it is our duty to keep it alive. Today's 
MOU demonstrates that we will do everything we can to keep Higher Education on 
its road to quality and excellence. Its roots are as old as Lebanon and even older than 
the Lebanese state. I am sure that the international community will do everything to 
ensure that this Lebanese and eastern treasure remains alive. 


