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Instructions: 

You are sitting for the USJ English Placement Test. 

It is made of three parts: 

Part 1:  Listening comprehension 
Part 2:  Reading Comprehension  
Part 3:  Essay Writing  

In Part 1, there are 4 sections; you have to listen to the instructions and follow them carefully. 

In Part 2, you have to read 3 texts and answer the related comprehension questions. 

In Part 3, you have to read the prompt and develop it in an essay.  

According to how you do, you will be placed in one of the following levels: 

Level A: ESP English for Specific Purposes. In this course, you will be exposed to English 
related to your major of study.  

Level B: Upper Intermediate.  

Level C: Intermediate.  

Level D: Lower Intermediate. 

Level E: Basic 

In Levels B, C, D and E, you will learn general English. You need an average of 50/100 to pass 
from one level to the other.  

PLEASE READ INSTRUCTIONS AND QUESTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE 
CHOOSING THE CORRECT ANSWER 

 

NOTE: THIS IS A SAMPLE SO NOT ALL TEXTS ARE INCLUDED.  



 

PART 1: LISTENING COMPREHENSION 

SECTION 1 

Question 1: What is this news story about?  

a. A historical weather event in Hong Kong and South China 

b. How Chinese cities and provinces prepared for heavy rain 

c. The large number of people injured during the weekend in Hong Kong 

Question 2: How have people from around the world been able to see scenes from the heavy 
rain in Hong Kong and Southern China? 

a. TV news reports 

b. Social media 

c. Newspaper photos 

Question 3: According to this audio recording, which sentence is true? 

a. Hong Kong and Southern China have many residents. 

b. The rain will continue for at least another week. 

c. The Chinese weather forecasters were not accurate in their predictions. 

Question 4: Which title is most appropriate for this audio recording? 

a. The Once in a Decade Rainstorm 

b. The Once in a Century Rainstorm 

c. The Once in a Generation Rainstorm 

Question 5: Which sentence best describes this audio recording? 

a. It is presenting facts and information in a neutral manner. 

b. It is presenting facts and information as well as opinions. 

c. neither ‘a’ nor ‘b’ accurately describes the audio recording 

 

Score_______/5 

 

 



SECTION 2 

Question 6: Why did Emily decide to explore the desert?  

   a. She wanted to visit the nomads. 

   b. It was something she always wanted to do. 

   c. She wanted to leave her village for good. 

Question 7: What did Emily bring with her for the journey? 

   a. A bicycle 

   b. A map, water bottles, and her camel 

   c. A map, water, and a horse 

Question 8: What problem did Emily encounter as she journeyed through the desert? 

a. She found a treasure. 

b. Her camel ran away. 

c. Her map didn't match the landscape.   

Question 9: Why did Emily move toward the flickering light she spotted on the horizon? 

a. She was hungry and had nothing to eat. 

b. She didn’t know where she was and needed any kind of assistance. 

c. She was interested in the life of the nomads who lived in the desert. 

Question 10: Which of the following words can replace the word “flickering” in the 
sentence “Emily spotted a flickering light …” 

a.  glowing 

b.  dancing 

c.  burning 

Question 11: What would the reader learn from this story?  

a. The importance of preparation and the kindness of strangers 

b. How to survive without water 

c. How to read a treasure map properly 

 

Score________/6 



 

SECTION 3 

Question 12:  

Question 13:  

Question 14:  

Question 15:   

Question 16:  

Question 17:  

Question 18:  

  

Score_______/7 

 

SECTION 4 

Question 19:  

Question 20:  

Question 21:  

Question 22:  

Question 23:  

Question 24:  

Question 25:  

 

Grade: ___________/7 Total: ________/25   Converted Score: ___________/5 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PART 2: READING COMPREHENSION 

Instructions: You will read the 3 texts below and answer the questions that follow.  

TEXT 1 

Last Saturday, Sarah decided to spend her day at the local museum. She had heard about a 
special exhibit on ancient civilizations and was eager to explore it. As she entered the museum, 
she was greeted by a friendly guide who handed her a map of the museum's sections. 

Sarah began her visit in the ancient civilizations exhibit. The first room displayed artifacts from 
Egypt. She marveled at the intricate hieroglyphics on the walls and the beautifully preserved 
mummies. Sarah spent quite some time in this section. Next, she moved on to the section 
dedicated to the Roman Empire. The room was adorned with statues, pottery, and armor from 
that era. Sarah noticed the lifelike sculptures and imagined what life must have been like during 
Roman times. Afterward, she wandered into the room showcasing artifacts from the Mayan 
civilization. The colorful masks and intricate calendars piqued her interest. She took notes about 
the Mayan calendar, which seemed incredibly precise for its time. 

As Sarah explored further, she found herself in the section featuring medieval Europe. Armor, 
swords, and suits of armor lined the walls. She imagined knights in shining armor battling 
dragons and felt transported to a different era. By mid-afternoon, Sarah felt hungry and decided 
to visit the museum's café. She ordered a sandwich and a cup of tea, taking the time to rest and 
recharge. After her meal, she continued her museum journey, entering a room dedicated to Asian 
dynasties. She admired the delicate porcelain vases and delicate silk garments. It was a stark 
contrast to the previous exhibits, but equally fascinating. 

As the day came to an end, Sarah reached the final section, which focused on ancient Greece. 
She read about Greek mythology and was particularly captivated by the stories of gods and 
heroes.  

Question 1: Which title would be the most appropriate for this article?  

a. A Day at a Museum  

b. The Power of Civilizations 

c. Exploring Ancient Civilizations 

d. Gods & Heroes 

Question 2: Sarah's main reason to visit the museum was that she wanted … 

a.  to see the special exhibit on ancient civilizations.hey create a protective layer to block 
sunlight. 

b.  to have a delicious lunch at the museum café. 

c.  to explore Medieval Europe’s armors. 



d.  to change the routine of her life and see something interesting. 

Question 3 : Which ancient civilization's artifacts did Sarah NOT explore during her visit?  

a.  Egypt 

b.  Rome 

c.  Greece 

d.  China 

Question 4: How many “exhibit” sections did Sarah visit in the museum that day?  

a.  Five sections 

b.  Six sections  

c.  Four sections 

d.  Eight sections 

Question 5: Which of the sections she visited was not the same, but she loved it as well? 

a. Ancient Greece Section 

b. Medieval Europe Section 

c. Roman Empire Section 

d. Asian Dynasties Section 

Questions 6: Look at this sentence “She read about Greek mythology and was particularly 
captivated by the stories of gods and heroes”. Which word can best replace “captivated” 
and keep the same meaning?  

a.  Attracted 

b.  Delighted 

c.  Fascinated 

d.  Puzzled 

Question 7: Based on what you have read, which of the following statements is “true”?  

a.  Sarah had the intention to visit the exhibition of ancient civilizations. 

b.  Sarah visited the museum of ancient civilization after she had been told about it. 

c.  Sarah’s friends told her about the museum of ancient civilizations and she might consider 
visiting it. 

d.  Sarah hears about the museum of ancient civilizations and will visit it. 



       

Score________/7 

 

TEXT 2 

Text 1 Promoting Restricting Domestic Business Travel to Trains and Buses 

In today's world, there's a compelling case for limiting domestic business travel primarily to 
trains and buses. This suggestion is primarily driven by environmental concerns. Trains and 
buses are eco-friendly transportation options, emitting fewer greenhouse gases per passenger 
compared to cars and airplanes. By choosing these modes of travel, businesses can significantly 
reduce their carbon footprint, contributing to a cleaner planet. 

Moreover, using trains and buses can enhance productivity during travel. With spacious seating 
and amenities like Wi-Fi, professionals can work efficiently or prepare for meetings. This 
convenience not only saves time but also reduces the stress associated with airport security and 
traffic jams. 

In conclusion, advocating for trains and buses as the primary means of domestic business travel 
not only benefits the environment but also promotes efficiency and comfort for professionals on 
the go. 

Text 2 All Means of Travel Are Acceptable for Domestic Business Travel 

In the realm of domestic business travel, the principle of freedom of choice should be paramount. 
There should be no restrictions on the modes of transportation professionals can use. Allowing 
this flexibility offers numerous advantages, particularly concerning convenience and individual 
freedom. 

Firstly, convenience is a vital factor in business travel. Different situations call for different 
modes of transportation. Air travel may be necessary for long distances, while cars are more 
suitable for local visits. Limiting options could hinder a company's ability to adapt to varying 
needs. 

Furthermore, individual freedom is essential. Professionals should be trusted to choose their 
mode of travel based on their preferences, schedules, and specific work requirements. Imposing 
restrictions may infringe on their autonomy and satisfaction. 

Embracing diverse travel options can also attract talent. Offering flexibility makes a company 
more appealing, especially to those who value the freedom to decide how they travel for work. 

In summary, domestic business travel should remain unrestricted, allowing employees the 
freedom to choose transportation that suits their needs. This approach respects their autonomy 
and contributes to a versatile and adaptable business environment. 



 

Question 8: What is the best way to describe these two texts? 

a.  cause and effect 

b.  problem and solution 

c.  different points of view 

d.  overview of different means of transportation 

 

Question 9: Which statement, if any, is not true about text 1? 

a.  Concerns about productivity and the environment are not given equal weight. 
 
b.  Trains and buses are presented in a positive manner. 
 
c.  The author presents an indirect economic argument to support their position. 
 
d.  The above statements, a to c, are true.  
 

Question 10: Which author is more likely to agree with the idea that people should be 
encouraged to eat less meat to protect the environment? 

a.  Author of text 1 

b.  Author of text 2 

c.  Both authors  

d.  Neither author 

Question 11: Which concept is not a component of the supporting arguments for the 
position presented in Text 2? 

a.  Different lengths of travel require different modes of transportation.  

b.  Companies can help the environment in different ways. 

c.  Workers will be attracted to companies that give them freedom. 

d.  The above statements, a to c, are all components of the supporting arguments for the 
position presented in Text 2.   

 

 



Question 12: How are the final paragraphs in both texts similar? 

a.  They both present a new idea for the reader to consider at the end of the text. 

b.  They both mention specific modes of transportation. 

c.  They both restate the main arguments supporting their position. 

d.  They are not similar.   

 

Score______/5 

 

TEXT 3  

Question 13 

Question 14 

Question 15 

Question 16 

Question 17 

Question 18 

 

Grade: ________/7  Total: ________/25   Converted Score: ___________/5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PART 3: ESSAY WRITING 

Instructions: You have forty-five minutes to write an opinion essay about the following prompt. 
You will be scored based on writing and grammar skills. Expected approximate length 1 ½ pages 
or 300 words.  

 

Prompt: What is your perspective on gender salary gaps. Do these gaps originate from societal 
influences, individual choices, or a combination of both? 

 


